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	Unit Supervisor & Lecturer
	Name:  Very Rev. Dr Peter A. L. Hill
 frpeter@scmoi.edu.au

	Delivery
	Wednesday 6pm – 8pm (AEST)

Fully Online 

	AQF Level
	7
	Credit Points
	6

	Please note: This unit is taught in parallel with a postgraduate equivalent. This means that you will share learning experiences with students completing a postgraduate award; however, the learning outcomes, work for assessment, and some other expectations will differ. Your requirements should be clearly articulated in this unit description. If you have any concerns or queries about Tabor’s practice of parallel teaching, please speak to your lecturer.



UNIT DESCRIPTION
This unit examines the Gospel of John, in order to understand the historical context in which it was written, appreciate its Jewish and Graeco-Roman cultural backgrounds, compare the witness of the Synoptic Gospels, deal with literary, socio-rhetorical, and theological questions that arise from exegesis of the text, gain an understanding of the theology and symbolism of the Gospel, and explore connections between this writing and contemporary issues. It also introduces the Johannine epistles and the relationship between the Gospel and the Epistles. The approach is both topical and exegetical, with an emphasis on relating patristic interpretation to contemporary study of the Johannine corpus, and exploring connections between this writing and contemporary issues.

PREREQUISITES
MTG201.7 Interpreting the New Testament

Please note that this unit commences in the Mid-Year Break prior to the start of Semester 2. Five classes, as per the Schedule below, will be offered 8 – 22 July.




LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS TASK THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO:
	RELATED CONTENT
	RELATED ASSESSMENT

	1. Critically analyse the literary structure, rhetorical features, and key themes of the Gospel of John and the Johannine Letters
	8, 13,15 July.
	2

	2. Evaluate exegetical methods and the previous work of interpreters for interpreting Johannine literature
	8, 29 July; Weeks 1, 6, 7, 8.
	1

	3.  Interpret the Gospel of John and the Johannine Epistles, drawing on historical, cultural, and social studies insights
	
	3

	4.  Communicate how learnings from the Gospel of John and the Johannine Letters are applicable to 21st century missional and ministry contexts
	
	4



CHANGES MADE SINCE LAST OFFERED 
[bookmark: _Hlk82165555]
REQUIRED TEXTS (Students should purchase this/these texts)
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Students must have access to 
Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev, The Lamb of God. Jesus Christ: His Life and Teaching, Volume 5 (Yonkers, NY: SVS Press, 2024).
RECOMMENDED TEXTS/BIBLIOGRAPHY
Students should be aware that the literature surrounding the Johannine corpus is extensive. The following list simply is a starting point, and students will need to spend some time investigating library resources, especially commentaries and academic journals. 
Commentaries
Barrett, C. K., The Gospel According to St John : An Introduction with Commentary and Notes on the Greek Text (2nd edn; London: SPCK, 1978).
Chrysostom, John, Commentary on Saint John, the Apostle and Evangelist (2 vols; The Fathers of the Church 33 & 41; tr. Thomas Aquinas Goggin; Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2000).
Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on John (2 vols; Ancient Christian Texts; tr. David R. Maxwell; ed. Joel C. Elowsky; Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2013).
Elowsky, Joel C. (ed.), John 1–10 & John 11–21 (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture IVa & IVb; Downers Grove: 2006 – 2007).
Hoskyns, Edwyn, The Fourth Gospel (2nd edn; ed. Francis Noel Davey; London: Faber & Faber, 1947).
Marshall, I. Howard, The Epistles of John (NICNT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978).
Michaels, J. Ramsey, The Gospel of John (NICNT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010).
Moloney, Francis J., The Gospel of John (Sacra Pagina 4; Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 1998). 
Popovich, Saint Justin, Commentary on the Epistles of St John the Theologian. (Alhambra:  Sebastian Press, 2009).
Royster, Archbishop Dmitri, The Holy Gospel According to Saint John: A Pastoral Commentary (Yonkers, NY: SVS Press, 2011). 
Stewart, Bryan A., and Michael A. Thomas, John: Interpreted by Early Christian and Medieval Commentators (The Church’s Bible; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018). 
Theophylact of Ochrid, The Explanation of the Holy Gospel According to John (Blessed Theophylact’s Explanation of the New Testament 4; tr. Christopher Stade; House Springs, MO: Chrysostom Press, 2007). 
_____, The Explanation of 1, 2, 3 John (Blessed Theophylact’s Explanations; tr. Nun Christina & Anna Skoubourdis; n.p.: Virgin Mary of Australia and Oceania, 2023).
Westcott, B.F., The Epistles of St. John: The Greek Text with Notes and Essays [Numerous reprints. The reprint of 2nd ed., published by Wipf & Stock, 2001, is readily available].

Special studies
Ashton, John, Understanding the Fourth Gospel (2nd edition; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).
Bauckham, Richard, Gospel of Glory: Major Themes in Johannine Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2015).
Behr, John, John the Theologian and His Paschal Gospel: A Prologue to Theology (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019).
Bernier, Jonathan, Rethinking the Dates of the New Testament: The Evidence for Early Composition (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2022).
Breck, John, Scripture in Tradition: The Bible and Its Interpretation in the Orthodox Church  (Crestwood, NY: SVS Press, 2001).
Brown, Jeannie K., “Creation’s Renewal in the Gospel of John,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly  72 (2010): 275–90.
Brown, Raymond E., An Introduction to the Gospel of John (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library; ed. F.J. Moloney; New York: Doubleday, 2003).
DeCock, Miriam, Interpreting the Gospel of John in Antioch and Alexandria (Writings from the Greco-Roman World Supp. 17; Atlanta: SBL Press, 2020).
Englezakis, Benedict, New and Old in God’s Revelation: Studies in Relations Between Spirit and Tradition in the Bible (Cambridge / Crestwood, NY: James Clarke / St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2002).
Goodacre, Mark, The Fourth Synoptic Gospel: John’s Knowledge of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2025).
Gorman, Michael J., Abide and Go: Missional Theosis in the Gospel of John (Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2018).
Hill, Charles E.,  The Johannine Corpus in the Early Church (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).
Kostenberger, Andreas J., A Theology of John's Gospel and Letters: The Word, the Christ, the Son of God (Biblical Theology of the New Testament Series; Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009).
Porter, Stanley E., and Ron C. Fay (eds), The Gospel of John in Modern Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Kregal, 2018).
Further resources, including recommended texts, websites and an extended bibliography, are listed on the unit site.

SEMESTER PROGRAM     
	Week beginning OR actual Date
	Week
	Lecture / Workshop Topic
	
Set reading

	8 July
	Mid-Year Break
	Authorship. Reception history. Relationship between the Fourth Gospel and the Synoptics. The Gospel’s first week.
	Alfeyev, ix – xiii; Keener, Gospel of John, I. 149–52.

	Monday 13 July
	Mid-Year Break
	The Prologue. The Lamb of God.
	Alfeyev, 1 – 44.

	15 July
	Mid-Year Break
	The Temple, the Jews. ‘The Book of Signs.’
	Alfeyev, 45– 87.

	Monday 20 July
	Mid-Year Break
	Living Water, “I AM” sayings.
	Alfeyev, 89– 155.
Interview 1

	22 July 
	Mid-Year Break
	The Judgement of the Son of God. The Ipsissima Vox in John. Old Testament echoes in the Fourth Gospel.
	Alfeyev, 157–174.


	29 July
	1
	The Bread of Life; Patristic Reception of John
	Alfeyev, 175–203.
Word Study

	5 August
	2

	Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles. The Seed of Abraham.
	Alfeyev, 205–227 & 245–271.

	12 August
	3

	The Good Shepherd; the Grain of Wheat; The Light of the World.
	Alfeyev, 273–347.
Interview 2 (with reference to Alfeyev, 325–347).

	19 August
	4

	Census Date August  17. Last date to withdraw without financial penalty
The Farewell Discourse, The Paraclete. 
	Alfeyev, 349–441.


	26 August
	5
	The Prayer for Unity. The Trial and Crucifixion.
	Alfeyev, 443–465.
Interview 3

	2 Sept
	6
	The Resurrection. Overview of 1 John; major themes.
	DeCock, Interpreting the Gospel of John, 191–214.

	9 Sept
	7
	2 & 3 John. “Love” and “Glory” in the Johannine corpus.
	St Justin Popovich, Commentary on the Epistles, 83–87.

	16 Sep
	8
	The Apocalypse and its thematic relationship to the Johannine corpus
	Flegg, Apocalypse, 41 –61. 
Major Essay



ASSESSMENT TASKS 
[bookmark: _Hlk80539932]
Due Dates Summary:

	Assessment
	Words
	Value
	Due Date

	1. Interviews
	=1000
	20%
	1st in Mid-Year Break; 2nd Week 3; 3rd Week 5.


	2. Word study
	1000
	20%
	31 July by 23:59 (AEST)


	     3.  Major Essay 
	3000
	 40%
	18 September by 23:59 (AEST)


	     4. Learning Resource
	1000
	20%
	28 September by 23:59 (AEST)






Task Description:

	ASSESSMENT TASK 1
Title of Assessment
Interviews
20%
Due:   1st in Mid-Year Break (week beginning Monday 20 July); 2nd in Week 3; 3rd in Week 5.
total equivalent to 1000 words.

	Instructions
Three interviews at prearranged times of 10 – 12 minutes each, between the Lecturer and each student individually. Students will be questioned about the readings set for the respective interviews, and asked to demonstrate knowledge of the contents of the respective readings as well as critical reflection on the material read. 
The interviews are entirely oral in nature and no work requires to be submitted. Each interview is worth up to 10% of the total assessment for the unit; thus a total of 30% (3 x 10) of the overall assessment.

	ASSESSMENT TASK 2
Title of Assessment
Word study
20%
Due:  23 August by 23:59 (AEST)
1000 words

	Instructions
Examine the Gospel of John and the Johannine Epistles to determine the frequency of “world” (kosmos); identify the semantic range of the term based on these instances and discuss the multivalent character and theological significance of the term. 

	Rationale and Expectations
Kosmos is a key term, with a range of meanings in the Johannine corpus. Study of the use of the term will better acquaint students with the manner in which John invests words with a range of meanings and  theological implications. The task will help develop awareness of the semantic range of terms and an appreciation that lexical definition is shaped by context.
Students must consult and interact with a representative range of the relevant literature, including the use of at least three commentaries (on Gospel of John and 1John), and three items comprising monographs, and/or essays and/or journal articles.


	ASSESSMENT TASK 3
Major Essay: Critical & Exegetical Analysis 
40%
Due:   18 September by 23:59 (AEST)
 3000 words

	Instructions
Students critically engage with the theological, rhetorical and socio-historical contexts of the Johannine literature and apply hermeneutical theory and specific exegetical methods and skills to interpret EITHER John 15:1 -11, OR  1 John 3:4 -12,    
A minimum of 12 resources is required, including at least three intermediate level commentaries and six peer-reviewed journal articles and/or monographs. Engagement with patristic perspectives must also to be in evidence.

	Rationale and Expectations
This assessment requires students to develop an appreciation for the interconnection between the historical, socio-cultural, and ecclesial context of the Johannine writings, thereby realising that even a sacred text develops within contexts that play a part in shaping the manner and meaning of its narrative.



	ASSESSMENT TASK 4
Learning Resource
20%
Due:  28 September at 23:59 (AEST)
 1000 words

	Instructions
Students are to develop a professional practice resource based on their exegesis of the Johannine Letters. The resource should communicate how the Johannine Epistles are applicable to the mission and ministry contexts of their target audience.

	Rationale and Expectations
This task enables students to develop skills in presenting their findings in ways that are grounded in good scholarship while being accessible  and applicable to a wider audience.



OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ASSESSMENTS 
Please refer to this Unit’s website tile Assignments (hyperlink) for further information about assignments, assessment criteria, grading scale, and the process for late submission of assignments.

Refer to the Student Academic Toolkit for information about academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism, referencing, formatting, and for relevant links to Tabor and faculty policy. If you are unsure, consult your lecturer or program coordinator for advice.

Prepared by Fr Peter A. L. Hill	
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