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	Unit Supervisor & Lecturers
	Very Rev. Dr Peter A. L. Hill frpeter@scmoi.edu.au
Very Rev. Dr Michael Protopopov
Very Rev. Nicholas Karipoff
Rev. Dr Nebojsa Tumara

	Delivery
	Monday 6pm – 8pm (AEST)

Fully Online 

	AQF Level
	7
	Credit Points
	6

	Please note: This unit is taught in parallel with a postgraduate equivalent. This means that you will share learning experiences with students completing a postgraduate award; however, the learning outcomes, work for assessment, and some other expectations will differ. Your requirements should be clearly articulated in this unit description. If you have any concerns or queries about Tabor’s practice of parallel teaching, please speak to your lecturer.



UNIT DESCRIPTION
This unit introduces the theological basis of sainthood, the history of the cult of the saints, and the development of hagiographical literature and artifacts. Students will explore the interrelationship between representative Vitae of the saints, liturgical texts, iconography, relics, and pilgrimage in establishing the cult of a saint. Drawing on the early martyrologies and the Menaion, the unit will follow the veneration of the saints from the start of the Christian era through to the present day. The main foci will be Byzantine hagiography, the emergence of monastic saints, the cult of the saints in the Slavic world, and Orthodox saints of the twentieth century. Consideration will be given to how the veneration of the saints both shapes and is shaped by the liturgical practice of the Church, and to its impact on contemporary Christian witness. 

PREREQUISITES
None






LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS TASK THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO:
	RELATED CONTENT
	RELATED ASSESSMENT

	1) Understand the theological, liturgical and pastoral concepts that support the veneration of the saints.
	
	2, 3

	2) Analyse varying expressions of sainthood, the history of ecclesiastical veneration of the saints, and the formal process for the glorification (‘canonisation’) of a saint.
	
	1, 2, 3

	3) Investigate the nature of hagiography, its relationship to other literary genres, to iconography and pilgrimage, and critically evaluate its function in the promotion of the cult of a saint.
	
	1, 2

	4) Identify the various social and religious motives and liturgical and pastoral implications framing the composition of a hagiographic text.
	
	1, 2




CHANGES MADE SINCE LAST OFFERED 

[bookmark: _Hlk82165555]Not previously taught by SCMOI at Tabor

REQUIRED TEXTS (Students should purchase this/these texts)
Chris Baghos, Wondrous in His Saints: Essays to Inspire on the Orthodox Patristic Tradition (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2023).
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]RECOMMENDED TEXTS/BIBLIOGRAPHY
Astell, Ann W., The Saint's Life and the Senses of Scripture : Hagiography as Exegesis (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2024).
Brown, Peter, The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981).
Carey, John, M. Herbert, and Páidrig Ó Riain (eds), Saints and Scholars: Studies in Irish Hagiography (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2001).
Chrysostom, St. John, The Cult of the Saints, (Popular Patristic Series; trs. Wendy Mayer with Bronwen Neil; New York: SVS Press, 2006).
Delehaye, Hippolyte, and V. M. Crawford, The Legends of the Saints: An Introduction to Hagiography (1905. Numerous reprints available).
Efthymiadis, Stephanos (ed.), The Ashgate Research Companion to Byzantine Hagiography (2 vols; London/New York: Routledge, 2014).
Hackel, Sergei (ed.), The Byzantine Saint (Crestwood, N.Y: SVS Press, 2001).
Kontzevitch, I. M., The Acquisition of the Holy Spirit in Ancient Russia (Platina, CA: Saint Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 1988).
Ouspensky, Leonid, and Vladimir Lossky, The Meaning of Icons (Crestwood, N.Y: SVS Press, 1982).
Papaconstantinou, Arietta, “The Cult of Saints: A Haven of Continuity in a Changing World?” in Egypt in the Byzantine World, 300-700  (ed. Roger Bagnall; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 350-67.
(Rees), Nun Cornelia, “Rejoicing in a Nation’s Saints – Without Nationalism,” Orthodox Christianity (25 June 2014). Online at https://orthochristian.com/71757.html
Strickland, John, The Making of Holy Russia: The Orthodox Church and Russian Nationalism Before the Revolution (2nd edn; Jordanville, NY: Holy Trinity Seminary Press, 2020).
Talbot, Alice-Mary, “Pilgrimage to Healing Shrines: The Evidence of Miracle Accounts,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers 56 (2002): 153-73.
Ward, Benedicta, Harlots of the Desert: A Study of Repentance in Early Monastic Sources (Cistercian Studies Series 106; Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2010).
Further resources are listed on the unit site.

SEMESTER PROGRAM     
	Date
	Week
	Lecture / Workshop Topic
	
Set reading(s) 

	27 July
	1
	The concept of sainthood in the Scriptures. The Saints and Intercession (Fr Peter
The concept of asceticism (Fr Nicholas)
	Baghos, 90 – 95 

	3 August
	2
	The Vita of a Saint: Genre; Structure; Comparative sources; Collections of Lives (Fr Nebojsa)
	

	10 August
	3
	Hagiography, and the nexus with Hymnody, Liturgy and Iconography (Fr Nebojsa)
	

	17 August
	4

	The Path to Glorification (Fr Michael)
Census Date: 17 August, last day to withdraw without financial penalty 
	

	24 August
	5 
	Saints as Teachers of Ecclesial Faith and Life (Fr Nicholas)
	

	31 August 
	6
	Syriac Saints; Stylites; SS Cuthbert & Columban (Fr Peter)
	Baghos, 63 - 75

	7 Sept
	7
	Student presentations (see Assignment 1) (Fr Peter)
Fools for Christ (Fr Nicholas)
	

	14 Sept
	8
	Saints of Russia (Fr Michael)
	

	21 Sept
	9
	Mar Thekla & St Mary of Egypt: A comparative study (Fr Peter)
	Baghos, 76 – 89.

	No classes 21 September - 3 October: Non-Teaching Period

	12 Oct
	10
	Serbian Saints 1 (Fr Nebojsa)
	

	19 Oct
	11
	Serbian Saints 2 (Fr Nebojsa)
	

	26 Oct
	12
	Twentieth Century Saints (Fr Michael)
	

	2 Nov
	13
	Relics (?)
	





ASSESSMENT TASKS 
[bookmark: _Hlk80539932]
Due Dates Summary:
	Assessment
	Words
	Value
	Due Date

	1. Oral Presentation & Written assignment 
	1000
	20%
	7 Sept (Presentation); 11 Sept (Final paper)

	2. Investigation
	1000
	20%
	Week 9 (at time arranged)


	     3. Major Essay 
	3000
	 40%
	6 November by 23:59 (AEST)



Task Description:

	ASSESSMENT TASK 1
Oral Presentation & Written assignment 
20% (= 10% paper; 10% oral presentation)
Due:   7 September (Week 7). Paper is presented in class on 7 Sept., and then submitted by Friday 11 Sept.  by 23.59 (AEST);
1000 words.

	Write an analytical and critically reflective study of the Vita of a selected saint. Reference must be made to substantive similarities or differences between the Vita and the liturgical text of the Menaion as they relate to the saint. Consider social and religious motives, and liturgical and pastoral implications as you compare the documents, with reference to the appropriate secondary literature. A draft of the written paper is to be presented orally in class

	Rationale and Expectations
This assessment aims to develop students’ use of  appropriate language and understanding of technical terms, to identify the features of the hagiographical Vita, to analyise and reflect on primary source documents, in particular to assess the relationship of a Vita to liturgical texts, and to develop critical engagement with a range of secondary literature in the field

	ASSESSMENT TASK 2
Investigation
20%
Due:  Week 9 (oral assessment)
= 1000 words

	Instructions
Investigation
Investigate the life, the liturgical commemoration of, and devotion attached to a Saint of your choosing. Your investigation will include researching published studies on the selected Saint, or literature that deals more generally with the historical, social and ecclesial context of the Saint, as well as related devotional materials.  You need to consult with the unit supervisor with respect to the Saint selected and the literature you need to engage with NO LATER than WEEK 4. A mutually agreed time will be arranged in Week 9 for you to present your findings orally in a 15-minute meeting with the unit supervisor. 

	Rationale and Expectations
This assignment is predicated on structured investigation and critical engagement with a range of secondary literature in the field, as well as identification of the religious motivations at work in devotion to a specified saint, and  how the Vita and liturgical materials may reinforce such devotion and its pastoral implications.

	ASSESSMENT TASK 3
Essay 
40 %
Due:  6 November at 23:59 (AEST)
 3000 words

	With reference to the Vita of one saint of your choosing, critically analyse and reflect on one of the following statements: 
1) “Saints are those who have partaken of the Divine nature and made it their own; to God, they become ‘His own.’ The saints enjoy blessedness, for God is blessed. From them there is light for men. Through them the power of God is revealed. Saints retain all that is characteristic of the human condition; they know everything that is ours. They are near to God, but they are also near to us; they walked and dwelt among us.” (- St John of Shanghai and San Francisco).

2) “The Russian saints call us to follow after them, not only to glorify them. Once the Holy Hierarch Theophan the Recluse wrote that if one wants to glorify a saint, then one should not only glorify him, but emulate his podvigs.”        (- Metropolitan Philaret (Vosnesensky)).

3) “Spiritual might—this is what a nation inherits from the labours of its saints. It does not always correspond to physical, military might, and the outcome does not always please the worldly-minded. For example, Serbia’s great saint and spiritual hero, St. Lazar, was given a choice from heaven: to win a military victory, or a spiritual victory. St. Lazar chose the latter, and was killed by the Turks. But there is a great mystery concealed in this. The Serbian people have lasted through all attempts by other nationalists to eradicate them. ” (- Nun Cornelia (Rees)).

Your task is to examine the Vita of a selected saint and demonstrate how it either confirms  or negates the concepts expressed in one of the above statements, 1) – 3).Your study should extend to considering what bearing the Saint’s iconography, liturgical commemoration(s), relics and associated pilgrimage (if any) may have on the substantive issues raised by the statement you select.

Your essay should evidence interaction with, and critical reflection on, the relevant primary sources as well as a minimum of six scholarly articles and/or monographs.

	Rationale and Expectations
This assessment reinforces understanding the genre and features of the hagiographical Vita. It develops skills in analysing and reflecting on primary source documents, as well as critical engagement with secondary literature in the field. Further, it requires an assessment of the relationship of a Vita to the selected statement and to the related areas of iconography, liturgics, and the cult of a saint, and consideration of the social, cultural and pastoral contexts of the veneration of the saints.




OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ASSESSMENTS 
Please refer to this Unit’s website tile Assignments (hyperlink) for further information about assignments, assessment criteria, grading scale, and the process for late submission of assignments.

Refer to the Student Academic Toolkit for information about academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism, referencing, formatting, and for relevant links to Tabor and faculty policy. If you are unsure, consult your lecturer or program coordinator for advice.

Prepared by Fr Peter A. L. Hill	
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