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	MTG200.7
Interpreting the Old Testament
Semester 2, 2026








	Unit Supervisor
	Dr Danijel Kevešević   dkevesevic@adelaide.tabor.edu.au

	Lecturer
	Dr Danijel Kevešević   

	Delivery
	27th July-16 November 2026
Mondays, 6 pm-8 pm AEST
Fully Online 

	AQF Level
	7
	Credit Points
	6

	Disclaimer: This unit is taught in parallel with a postgraduate equivalent. This means that you will share learning experiences with students completing a postgraduate award; however, the learning outcomes, work for assessment, and some other expectations will differ. Your requirements should be clearly articulated in this unit description. If you have any concerns or queries about Tabor’s practice of parallel teaching, please speak to your lecturer.



UNIT DESCRIPTION
Welcome to Interpreting the Old Testament!

This unit introduces students to the Orthodox Old Testament canon, focusing on its development, contents, and historical and cultural context. Students will explore the overall story, key themes, and different types of literature found in the text, with a strong emphasis on understanding it from an Orthodox Christian perspective. They will engage with teachings from the Church Fathers (patristic tradition) alongside selected modern approaches to interpretation. The unit also helps students build practical skills for reading and explaining different biblical genres, so they can clearly and meaningfully communicate the message of the Old Testament to people today.

PREREQUISITES
No prerequisites 


LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS TASK THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO:
	RELATED ASSESSMENT

	1. Analyse contemporary approaches to Old Testament interpretation, with reference to the world behind, within, and in front of the biblical text 
	Research Paper: Approaches to OT Interpretation

	2.  Explain the content and key themes of the Protestant Old Testament canon 
	OT Theme Presentation
* Note: SCMOI students will focus on the Orthodox OT canon 

	3.  Interpret Old Testament texts, utilising an appropriate methodology, and communicate their understandings to others 
	Exegetical Paper; OT Theme Presentation




CHANGES MADE SINCE LAST OFFERED (in response to Student Unit Evaluations)
N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk82165555]
REQUIRED TEXTS (Students should purchase this/these texts)
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]There are no required texts for this unit. 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS
Hill, Andrew E., and Walton, John H., A Survey of the Old Testament (3rd edition; Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009).  

*Please note that our primary textual reference is the Septuagint (LXX), and we use the Orthodox Study Bible (OSB) in class. 
For a translation of the Hebrew (MT) text, the OT in the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) and the New King James Version (NKJV) are recommended. The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books (NRSV) contains excellent footnotes.
Christian Standard Bible-Ancient Faith Study Bible, Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers 2019 provides excellent study notes by the Church Fathers.
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Alexander, T.D., From Paradise to the Promised Land: An Introduction to the Pentateuch (3rd edition; Grand Rapids: Baker, 2012). 
Alexander, T. Desmond, and David W. Baker, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2020).
Arnold, Bill T, and H. G. M. Williamson, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical Books (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2005).
Behr, John, On the Cosmic Mystery of Jesus Christ-Selected Writings from St Maximus the Confessor (Crestwood: St Vladimir’s Press, 2007).
Barkley, Gary Wayne, Origen-Homilies on Leviticus : 1-16-The Fathers of the Church, (vol. 83. Washington: Catholic University of America Press, 1990).
Boda, Mark J, and J. G McConville, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Prophets (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2012).
Farley, Lawrence R., The Christian Old Testament: Looking at the Hebrew Scriptures Through Christian Eyes (Chesterton: Ancient Faith Publishing, 2012). 
Ford, Mary S., The Soul’s Longing - An Orthodox Christian Perspective on Biblical Interpretation (Waymart: St Tikhon’s Monastery Press, 2015). 
Gorman, Michael J., Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and Ministers (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010).
Greer, Jonathan S., John W. Hilber, and John H Walton, Behind the Scenes of the Old Testament-Cultural- Social and Historical Contexts (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018).
Hayes, John H., Carl R. Holliday, Biblical Exegesis-A Beginner’s Handbook. (London: SCM Press Ltd, 1987).
82).
Longman, Tremper, and Peter Enns, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry and Writings (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2008).
Oden, Thomas C. (Gen. ed.), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament (12 vols. Downers Grove: IVP, 2002–10). 
O’Keefe, John J. and R.R. Reno, Sanctified Vision- An Introduction to Early Christian Interpretation of the Bible (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005).
Pentiuc, Eugen J., The Old Testament in Eastern Orthodox Tradition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014).
Pritchard, James B., and Daniel E. Fleming, (eds), The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures (Princeton & Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2010).

SEMESTER PROGRAM     
	Date of Lecture
	Week
	Lecture 
	
Readings

	July 29
	1
	
Lecture: Introduction to & interpreting and communicating the Old Testament 

	
Eugen J. Pentiuc - The Christian Bible: Unity in Diversity

	Aug 5
	2
	   Lecture: Genesis
	
St Basil the Great- The Hexameron- Homily I “In the beginning, God made the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1)



	Aug 12
	3
	   
   Lecture: Pentateuch and Covenants 


	
Various Fathers on the New Covenant 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34/LXX Jeremiah 38:31-34)



	Aug 19
	4
	    Lecture: From Joshua to Ruth
	
Various Fathers on Joshua 6


	Aug 26
	5
	
Lecture: From Saul to Solomon


	
Various Fathers on Hannah (1 Kingdoms 1:3-2:10)

	Sep 2
	6
	
Lecture: Tabernacle, Temple and Cult


	
Various Fathers on Solomon and the Dedication of the Temple (3 Kingdoms 8)


	Sep 9
	7
	
Lecture: The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah to the Exile


	
Various Fathers on Elijah and the Priests of Baal 
(3 Kingdoms 18:19-40)


	Sep 16
	8
	   
    Lecture: The Exile and Return 


	
Theodoret of Cyrus on Ezekiel 37



	Mid-Semester Break



	
	
	

	Oct 7
	9
	
Lecture: Psalms 


	
Diodore of Tarsus on Psalm 51


	Oct 14
	10
	
Lecture: Prophecy in the Old Testament


	
Various Fathers on Jeremiah 1:1-5


	Oct 21
	11
	
Lecture: The Book of Isaiah


	
St Cyril of Alexandria on Isaiah 52:13-53:12

	Oct 28
	12
	
Lecture: Wisdom Literature


	
St John Chrysostom on Job 1:6-11


	Nov 4
	13
	
Lecture: The Book of Tobit

	
Various Fathers on Tobit 6-8


	Nov 11 
	14
	
No lecture 

	




ASSESSMENT TASKS 
[bookmark: _Hlk80539932]
Due Dates Summary:

	Assessment
	Words
	Value
	Due Date

	1. Research Essay: Approaches to OT Interpretation
	1500
	30%
	Sep 6, 23:59 pm 
(End of Week 6) 

	2. OT Theme Presentation
	15 mins
(equivalent of 1000 words)
	30%
	Oct 11, 23:59 pm 
(End of Week 9)

	3. Exegetical Paper
	2500
	40%
	Nov 15, 23:59 pm
(End of Week 14)



Task Description:

	ASSESSMENT TASK 1
Research Essay: Approaches to Old Testament Interpretation
30%
Due:  Sep 6, 23:59 pm (end of week 6)  
1500 words
AI Level 1 - No AI-generated content is allowed in the final submission

	Instructions

Students are to write a 1500-word paper that examines approaches to Old Testament interpretation, beginning with one Orthodox patristic perspective and relating it to one contemporary critical method.

· Choose one patristic approach to interpreting the Old Testament, either typology or allegory 
· Clearly explain the key features of the method and how it is used to interpret Old Testament texts
· Choose one contemporary critical method from the list below 
· Clearly explain the key features of the method and how it is used to interpret Old Testament texts
· Briefly explain how the contemporary approach relates to the “Three Worlds” framework
· Briefly explain how your chosen method focuses on one of the following:
· World behind the text 
· World within the text 
· World in front of the text 
· Identify where the method locates meaning, for example:
· Author-centred 
· Text-centred 
· Reader-centred 
· Compare your chosen modern method with the patristic approach:
· In what ways do they overlap 
· In what ways do they differ 

Students may choose from the following list, but are not restricted to these options: 
	Patristic Interpretations
	Typological Interpretation
Allegorical Interpretation 

	World Behind the Text
	Form Criticism
Source Criticism
Tradition Criticism
Historical Criticism

	World Within the Text
	Rhetorical Criticism
Narrative Criticism
Literary Criticism
Intertextual Criticism

	World In Front of the Text
	Postmodern Criticism
Reader Response Criticism
Feminist Criticism
Postcolonial Criticism


N.B. Some criticisms identified above may actually focus on multiple worlds of the text. 
Students should engage with a minimum of 8 academic sources to prepare their response. 

	Rationale and Expectations
· This assignment provides students with an opportunity to engage with patristic and contemporary OT scholarship and deepen their understanding of biblical hermeneutics.
· A rubric for this assignment will be on the Unit Moodle page. 
· Students are reminded that the SCMOI Reference Guide should be followed in the presentation of assignments. Quotations and ideas taken from the work of others must be acknowledged. A bibliography is essential.

	ASSESSMENT TASK 2
OT Theme Presentation
30%
Due:  Oct 11, 23:59 pm (end of week 9) 
15 minutes (equivalent of 1000 words)
AI Level 1 - No AI-generated content is allowed in the final submission

	Instructions
Students are to prepare and deliver a 15-minute presentation on a key Old Testament theme. Theme ideas include, but are not limited to: covenant, justice, worship, idolatry, sin, faith, sacrifice, holiness, and kingship. An alternative theme may be chosen in consultation with the unit lecturer. 

Students must include the following in their presentation:
· An analysis of 2 key passages (from two different genres) in which the theme appears, explaining the key insight/s that each sheds on the theme 
· An explanation of any other ways the OT develops the theme  
· A discussion of how the Old Testament theme is understood and lived out by individual Orthodox Christians and/or within the Orthodox Christian community.
Instructions for submitting presentations can be found here.
The format of the presentation might include a PowerPoint recording, TED talk, podcast, or any other creative idea.  
Students should engage with a minimum of 8 academic sources to prepare their presentation. A bibliography is essential.

	Rationale and Expectations
· Thematic analysis is a key skill for interpreting the Old Testament, especially because we often teach the Bible thematically. This assignment provides an opportunity for students to engage in such analysis.
· A rubric for this assignment will be provided on the Unit Moodle page. 

	ASSESSMENT TASK 3
Exegetical Paper 
40%
Due: Nov 15, 23:59 pm (end of week 14)  
2500 words

	Instructions
Students are to produce an exegetical paper in which they analyse one of the following passages from the OT: 
· Exodus 2 (Narrative)
· Leviticus 19:26-34 (Law)
· Ezekiel 1 (Prophecy)
· Psalm 103 (104 MT)
· Proverbs 8:22-31 (Wisdom)

An alternative passage may be chosen in consultation with the unit lecturer.

The exegetical paper should discuss the following elements:
· Main idea and structure
· Socio-historical context
· Literary context (including brief consideration of how it connects with the storyline of the Old Testament)
· In-depth analysis
· Application
Further guidelines and a template for this assignment will be provided in the Assessment Resources on the Unit Moodle page.
Students should engage with a minimum of 10 academic sources to prepare their response, including at least 5 reputable commentaries and 3 journal articles.

	Rationale and Expectations
· Exegesis is a spiritual and intellectual activity designed to draw out the meaning of the biblical text. In this assignment, we will have the opportunity to analyse a passage from the Old Testament with a view to better understanding its message and communicating this to others. What more important task is there? 
· A rubric for this assignment will be provided on the Tabor Online site. 
· Students are reminded that the SCMOI Reference Guide should be followed in the presentation of assignments. Quotations and ideas taken from the work of others must be acknowledged. A bibliography is essential.



OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ASSESSMENTS 
Please refer to this Unit’s website tile Assignments for further information about assignments, assessment criteria, grading scale, and the process for late submission of assignments.

Refer to the Student Academic Toolkit for information about academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism, referencing, formatting, and for relevant links to Tabor and faculty policy. If you are unsure, consult your lecturer or program coordinator for advice.

Please note that all assignments in this unit will be assessed with reference to the SCMOI Marking Rubric posted on the Unit Moodle page.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS UNIQUE TO THIS UNIT
Use of AI: No AI-generated content is allowed in the final submission. 
· Students may: 
· Use in-built generative AI to improve the grammar, spelling or other written clarity of their own work. 
· Students may NOT:
· Use AI to reword their work to the extent of changing their own writing ‘voice’.
· Where AI programs are embedded (i.e. Grammarly/CoPilot), students should state the type and extent of AI use in their work at the end of the Bibliography (see Referencing Guides for examples). 
· Keep a copy of the student’s own original draft (pre-AI involvement) to show if requested.

	
	
	



Prepared by Dr Danijel Kevešević	
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