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	MTG236.7 
The Life and Letters of St. Ignatius of Antioch

	
	Semester 2, 2025




	Unit Supervisor
	Dr. Ryan Strickler 

	Lecturer
	Dr. Ryan Strickler  email: ryan.strickler@newcastle.edu.au 

	Additional Faculty
	Nil 

	Delivery
	Tuesdays and Fridays (intensive): 6:00-8:00 Sydney Time
Fully Online 


	AQF Level
	5
	Credit Points
	6



UNIT DESCRIPTION

This unit is an exploration of the life and theology of St. Ignatius of Antioch through a close reading of his epistolary corpus and other contemporary primary source documents. Students will explore these documents and what they reveal about second generation Christian biblical exegesis, early Christian sacramental theology and ecclesiology, mission, and church state relations in a hostile environment. Special attention will be paid to the lessons these important documents provide for the contemporary Church. Students will reflect on how they might apply these insights to their own ministry.

PREREQUISITES

Nil



LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS TASK THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO:
	RELATED ASSESSMENT

	1.  Describe the historical, social, and political setting of the first-century church and the circumstances surrounding the letters of St Ignatius.
	Seminar Leadership and Report
Research Essay 
Invigilated Exam

	2.  Analyse major theological themes in the Ignatian corpus including their relationship to early Christian belief and practice.
	Seminar Leadership and Report
Research Essay 
Invigilated Exam

	3. Reflect theologically on the application of ancient thought and practice to 21st century ministry
	Seminar Leadership and Report
Research Essay 
Invigilated Exam



CHANGES MADE SINCE LAST OFFERED (in response to Student Unit Evaluations)

[bookmark: _Hlk82165555]Nil, first offering.

REQUIRED TEXTS (Students should purchase this/these texts)
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Damick, A. S. Bearing God: The Life and Works of St. Ignatius of Antioch, The God-Bearer (Chesterton, IN: Ancient Faith Publishing, 2017).
Holmes, M.W. (ed.). The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, 3rd Edition (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007).
O’Keefe J. J. and Reno R. R. Sanctified Vision: An Introduction to Early Christian Interpretation of the Bible (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005).
Schoedel, W. R. Ignatius of Antioch: a Commentary on the Letters of Ignatius of Antioch (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1985).
Further required readings, including selections from Church Fathers will be made available via Tabor Online or the library catalogue.
RECOMMENDED TEXTS/BIBLIOGRAPHY
Allen, B. Ignatius of Antioch: A Martyr Bishop and the Origins of the Episcopacy (London: T&T Clark, 2009).
Azize, J. “Ignatios of Antioch on the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy: Logic and Methodology,” Phronema 30(2) (2015), 105-136.
Caulley, T. S., “The Title Christianos and the Roman Imperial Cult,” Restoration Quarterly 53(4) (2011), 193-206.
Lookadoo, J. “Ignatius of Antioch and Scripture”, ZAC 23(2) (2019), 201-27. 
Moss, C. R. “Nailing Down and Tying Up: Lessons in Intertextual Impossibility from the Martyrdom of Polycarp,” Vigiliae Christianae 67 (2013), 117-36.
O’Keefe J. J. and Reno R. R. Sanctified Vision: An Introduction to Early Christian Interpretation of the Bible (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005).
Romanides, J. S. “The Ecclesiology of St. Ignatius of Antioch,” The Greek Orthodox Theological  Review 7(1-2) (1961-1962), 53-77.
Vall, G. Learning Christ: Ignatius of Antioch and the Mystery of Redemption (Washington, DC: CUA Press, 2013).
Winslow, D. F. “The Idea of Redemption in The Epistles if St. Ignatius Of Antioch”, GOTR 11 (1963), 119-131.
SEMESTER PROGRAM     
	Lecture Date
	Session
(Week Equivalent)
	Lecture / Workshop Topic
	Readings

	28 July
	1
	Lecture: Introduction: St. Ignatius in his Context
Workshop: Personal Introductions
	Damick, Chapter 1

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 1

	31 July
	2
	Independent Close reading: St. Irenaeus of Lyons Against Heresies (selections)
Lecture and Workshop: Earliest Christian Heresies (no presentation)
	St. Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies (Selections)

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 2

	4 August
	3
	Independent Close Reading: To the Ephesians
Presentation and Workshop: To the Ephesians
	Damick, Chapter 2

St. Ignatius, To the Ephesians

Schoedel, Commentary on to the Ephesians

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 3

	7 August
	4
	Independent Close Reading: To the Magnesians
Presentation and Workshop: To the Magnesians
	Damick, Chapter 3

St. Ignatius, To the Magnesians

Schoedel, Commentary on To the Magnesians

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 4

	11 August
	5
	Independent Close Reading: To the Trallians
Presentations and Workshop: To the Trallians
	Damick, Chapter 4

St. Ignatius, To the Trallians

Schoedel, Commentary on To the Trallians

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 5

	14 August
	6
	Independent Close Reading: To the Romans
Presentation and Workshop: To the Romans
	Damick, Chapter 5

St. Ignatius, To the Romans

Schoedel, Commentary on To the Romans

O’Keefe and Reno, Chapter 6

	21 August
	7
	Mid-Course Revision and Essay Writing Workshop
	Course documents: 

How to Write an Essay

How to Do Research

On AI and Plagiarism

	24 August to 11 September- NO CLASS (Lecturer overseas)

	15 Sept
	8
	Independent Close Reading: To the Philadelphians
Presentation and Workshop: To the Philadelphians
	Damick, Chapter 6

St. Ignatius, To the Philadelphians

Schoedel, Commentary on To the Romans

	18 Sept
	9
	Independent Close Reading: To the Smyrnaeans
Presentation and Workshop: To the Smyrnaeans
	Damick, Chapter 7

St. Ignatius, To the Smyrnaeans

Schoedel, Commentary on To the Smyrnaeans

	22 September to 23 October- NO CLASS (Lecturer Overseas)

	27 Oct
	10
	Independent Close Reading: Letter to St. Polycarp of Smyrna
Presentation and Workshop: Letter to St. Polycarp of Smyrna
	St. Ignatius, To St. Polycarp of Smyrna

Schoedel, Commentary on To St. Polycarp of Smyrna

	30 Oct
	11
	Independent Close Reading: Martyrdom of St. Polycarp
Presentation and Workshop: Martyrdom of St. Polycarp
	Martyrdom of St. Polycarp

	3 Nov
	12
	Independent Close Reading: Martyrdom of St. Ignatius
Presentation and workshop: Martyrdom of St. Ignatius 
	Martyrdom of St. Ignatius 

Final Essay Due @11:59 PM

	6 Nov
	13
	Course Conclusion and Revision
	No new readings

	13 Nov
	14
	Final Exam
	Final Exam due @ 6-8:00 PM



ASSESSMENT TASKS 
[bookmark: _Hlk80539932]
Due Dates Summary:

	Assessment
	Words
	Value
	Due Date

	1. Seminar Leadership and Report
	10 minutes (approx. 1000 words) 

500 words (report)
	30%
	Seminar leadership: In class
Report: One week after class @ 11:59 PM Sydney Time

	2. Final Essay
	1500 words
	40%
	Friday 3 November @ 11:59 PM Sydney time


	3. Final Examination
	Approx 1500 words
	30%
	13 November, @ 6:00-8:00 PM Sydney time




Task Description:

	ASSESSMENT TASK 1
Seminar Leadership and Report
30%
Due: In chosen seminar (Leadership), One week after chosen seminar (report)
10 Minutes (presentation), 500 words (report) (excludes bibliography and footnotes)

	Instructions
Students choose one week to assist the lecturer in leading the seminar. Students will provide a 10 minute presentation on the assigned readings, including the context and content of the assigned letters, and discuss how the principles of the letters can be applied in a 21st century ministry context (1000 word equivalent).

Students will submit a 500 word report on the assigned letters that engage with modern scholarship, to be submitted one week after the presentation.

	Rationale and Expectations
This exercise encourages students to engage in close reading of primary source material, to analyse and report important information in concise manner, and fosters skills in applying timeless principles to contemporary problems.

Rubric will be provided on the Tabor Online Site

	ASSESSMENT TASK 2
Final Essay
30%
Due: Friday 3 November @ 11:59 PM Sydney time
1500 words (excludes bibliography and footnotes)

	Instructions
Students will choose a topic related to the life or theology of St. Ignatius and produce a 1500 word research essay. Topics may include, but are not limited to, mission, ecclesiology, sacramental theology or, biblical exegesis. Students are expected to engage critically with modern scholarship and base their arguments on primary source evidence from the Ignatian corpus.

	Rationale and Expectations
This task examines organisational and structural writing skills, judgement, ideas and deep learning. Students must employ the "How to Write an Essay" format as illustrated in class and in the handout available in the course resources module.

Rubric will be provided on the Tabor Online Site

	ASSESSMENT TASK 3
Final Exam
40%
Due: 13 November, 6:00-8:00 PM Sydney time
1500 words (approx.)

	Instructions
Students will complete a closed book and closed note exam on the life and teachings of St. Ignatius. Students will provide responses to short answer and essay questions that consider the historical context, teachings, and application of early Christian principles to modern ministry.

	Rationale and Expectations
This task examines analytical and application skills acquired through the course of the unit. 

A study guide will be provided on the Tabor Online Site.



OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ASSESSMENTS 
Please refer to this Unit’s website tile Assignments for further information about assignments, assessment criteria, grading scale, and the process for late submission of assignments.

Refer to the Student Academic Toolkit for information about academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism, referencing, formatting, and for relevant links to Tabor and faculty policy. If you are unsure, consult your lecturer or program coordinator for advice.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS UNIQUE TO THIS UNIT

Use of AI: No AI generated content is allowed in the final submission for any assignment. 
Students may:
• Use in-built generative AI to improve the grammar, spelling or other written clarity of their own work. 

Students may NOT:
• Use AI to reword their work to the extent of changing their own writing ‘voice’.
• Where AI programs are embedded (i.e. Grammarly/CoPilot), students should state the type and extent of AI use in their work at the end of the Bibliography (see Referencing Guides for examples). The student MUST keep a copy of their own original draft (pre-AI involvement) to show if requested.

Please refer to this Unit’s website tile Assessment (https://learn.tabor.edu.au/course/view.php?id=5860&section=4) for further information about assignments, assessment criteria, grading scale, and the process for late submission of assignments.

Refer to the Student Academic Toolkit for information about academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism, referencing, formatting, and for relevant links to Tabor and faculty policy. If you are unsure, consult your lecturer or program coordinator for advice.
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